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Abstract

Social Studies, as an academic subject, was introduced into the school curriculum at the Junior and Senior Secondary
levels to prepare students for responsible citizenship. In spite of this ambition, it was not taught in technical schools
because their programmes were trade-oriented and little attention was given to liberal education. It was however
introduced after the Anamuah-Mensah review. With this background, this study sought to ascertain the relevance of
Social Studies Education in the technical schools’ programme in the quest to train socially-aware and competent
citizens. Specifically, the study explored the relevance of its content in preparing good and effective citizens in technical
schools and ways for improving the relevance of Social Studies Education in the technical schools’ programme. The
study found that Social Studies Education helps students learn about societal values, interact with people and makes
them aware of what is going on in the society. As a way of improving the quality and effectiveness of Social Studies at
the technical schools, the study suggested increase in the teaching periods for Social Studies, improvements in the
methods used in teaching Social Studies and the institution of regular in-service training programmes for Social
Studies teachers.

Introduction
Background to the study

Social Studies as a school subject was introduced in Africa through the efforts of Social Studies educators in Britain,
where they proposed that a conference be held at Mombassa, Kenya. Experts saw the need for an African educational
system that would direct the African child to his culture. In 1967, an international conference of African educators,
Education Development Centre (EDC), and Curriculum Renewal Education Development Overseas (CREDQO) was
held at Queens College. Following the recommendation, a conference was held at Mombasa which was attended by
eleven African states namely Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Kenya, Uganda, Ethiopia, Lesotho, Malawi, Tanzania,
Zambia and Botswana. Experts were sent by CREDO and EDC to guide and contribute to the conference. One of the
reasons for the adoption of Social Studies as set forth by the Mombasa Conference in 1968, was that the new subject
was to enable every school-going child in Africa to understand peoples’ interaction with their cultural, social and
physical environments, appreciate their home and heritage, develop skills and attitudes expected of citizens and learn to
express ideas in many ways (Meryfied & Mutebi, 1991: 621).

Also, the conference resolved that Social Studies be introduced in Africa as a tool for preparing African citizens in the
new nations of the African continent for effective citizenship (Blege, 2001). As some African nations achieved
independence in the late 1950s and early 1960s, they sought ways to change inherited educational systems to make
them more suitable to the needs of new nations. "No courses in the curriculum were viewed as more closely tied to
national aspirations than those dealing with the country, its people, and the responsibilities of citizenship” (Dondo,
Krystall& Thomas, 1974: 6). In describing the role of Social Studies in a changing society, the Conference articulated
three areas where Social Studies could make a contribution: "national integration,” "problems of rapid economic
development,” and "the promotion of self-confidence and initiative based on an understanding of one's own worth and
of the essential dignity of man" (Report on a Conference of African Educators, EDC and CREDO, 1968, p. 9). An
additional benefit of Social Studies was that children would become capable of coping with social change without
despising traditional values and institutions.
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Social Studies in Ghana has its roots in the Mombassa Conference of 1968. As an academic discipline, it was
introduced into the national curriculum between 1940 and 1946 in the initial teacher training colleges but was short
lived due to lack of co-ordination. After the Mombassa conference in 1968, there was an educational conference at
Winneba in 1969 during which the subject was re- introduced into Ghanaian schools in 1972. This attempt also failed.
According to Agyeman-Fokuo (1994) the recent introduction of Social Studies into Ghanaian school’s system had to
wait the implementation of the educational reforms in 1986 which is now compulsory in all primary and Junior
Secondary as well as initial Teacher Training Colleges in the country. The University of Cape Coast took the initiative
by mounting a Bachelor of Education degree in Social Studies in 1988. The advanced teacher training college at
Winneba likewise started a course for diplomats the same year. The former is now offering degrees in Bachelor of
Education, Master of Philosophy and Doctorate programmes in Social Studies. Presently Social Studies is studied at all
levels of education, which is from the basic to the tertiary level. In the Junior and Senior High Schools, Social Studies
is studied as a core subject and thus underlying its importance. However, until 2007, Social Studies was not studied in
the Technical Schools, although other core subjects were studied, they were not examinable. Social Studies was
introduced as a result of the current reforms of education in 2002 where all technical and vocational institutions were to
teach the core subjects.

Social Studies was made a core subject in the Junior High School in 1987, later in 1998 the subject was introduced in
the Senior High School as a core subject. All this while Social Studies was not taught in the Technical Schools until the
current educational reform where it was recommended by the Anamuah-Mensah Committee to make the core subjects
examinable. According to the white paper, the government’s position paper was accordingly that Ghana’s system of
Senior High School education should eventually embrace the four streams but with a great deal of common content and
flexibility for the recognition and development of individual aptitudes and the adaptability of its products to changing
job opportunities and technological developments: General Education, Vocational Education, technical education and
Agricultural  Education. The Anamuah-Mensah Education Review Committee (2002, p.12) was of the view that the
philosophy of education in Ghana ‘should create well balanced (intellectually, spiritually, emotionally and physically)
individuals with the requisite knowledge, values, and attitudes for self-actualization and the socio-economic and
political transformation of the nation’.

Statement of the Problem

The relevance of every subject is determined by the extent to which it helps to address the needs, aspirations, and
problems of the society in question and ultimately through its contribution to national development. Social Studies as
an academic discipline is the only school subject that has taken upon itself the sole responsibility of preparing young
people as responsible citizens and as part of fulfilling national goals of education. Though it has such a major
responsibility it was not studied in most Technical Schools until 2007. The Technical School programme was to a large
extent practical and trade oriented. Little opportunity was given to students to experience any form of liberal education.
As such most technical students were prone to violent behaviour and anti-social activities. Since its introduction some
teachers and students have been of the view that it is of no use to them and has no bearing with technical education
hence, they see it as a waste of time to students. Also, some of them are of the view that students should be allowed to
concentrate on the trade subjects to allow them ample time to finish their courses.

However, the primary purpose of Social Studies is to help young people to develop the ability to make informed and
rational decisions for the public good as citizens of culturally diverse democratic societies in an interdependent world.
Social Studies therefore aims to equip young people with the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values for active
participation in society regardless of what they are studying. Even though it has been studied in Technical Schools for
over half a decade now, these misgivings persist. It is therefore imperative to find out if the subject is making the
desired impact on the students in terms of their attitudes, behaviours and dispositions. Although many studies have
been done the influence of Social Studies or citizenship education on students’ behaviour, and attitudes and skills at the
elementary and secondary school levels, there seems to be no research on Technical Schools. It is against this
background that the researcher wants to find out how Social Studies is making technical students to be socially-aware
and competent citizens and also to assess the relevance of Social Studies Education in the Technical School
programme.

The Purpose of the Study

The purpose of the study was to ascertain the relevance of Social Studies in Technical School curriculum in the quest
to train socially-aware and competent citizens.

Technical Education in Ghana
Technical education is a critical area in the development of the process of every nation.
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Technical Education plays a vital role in human resource development of the country by creating skilled manpower,
enhancing industrial productivity and improving the quality of life. According to Lyon (1988), the terms “technical
education “and “Vocational Education” are sometimes thought to refer to the same thing since early in this century
technical education entailed manipulation of materials or mechanical equipment and the applied principles of
engineering. Technical education refers to the educational processes that involve the study of technology and related
sciences and the acquisition of practical skills and knowledge and aimed at discovering and developing the individual
for employment in various sectors of economic and social life (Boateng, 2006). Technical Education is a structured
system aimed at providing recipients with the necessary knowledge and skills to continue their studies at the tertiary
education level or to exercise a profession in order to be integrated into the labour market. Technical Education can
be explained as a deliberate attempt to ensure the acquisition of practical knowledge or skills in industrial and
scientific fields. According to Boateng (2006) vocational technical education is given different names as one moves
from country to country such as Vocational Education and Training (VET), Technical and Vocational Education
(TVE), Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET), Vocational Technical Education (VTE), or
Vocational and Technical Education and Training (VOTEC). They all mean the same thing. Vocational Technical
Education had been emphasised in Ghana’s education system since the colonial era. The purpose then was to train the
youth in various trades such as catering, needlework, carpentry, masonry, blacksmithing, and others to become skilled
craftsmen and useful citizens (McWilliams &Kwamena-Poh, 1975). Between 1914 and 1927, the Governor of the Gold
Coast, Sir Gordon Guggisburg proposed 16 principles for education. This proposal called for the provision of trade
school. As at 1922, there had been four trade schools established in the country (Boateng, 2006). By 1922, four
technical/vocational schools had been established in the Ashanti, Eastern, Greater Accra and Central Regions
(UNESCO, 1984). Courses offered at the time were woodwork, metalwork and brickwork which were considered
essential for improving the quality of life of the people. According to the UNESCO report of 1984, the desire to
improve the socio-economic life of the people through technical education continued to engage the attention of the
colonial government. By 1925 another technical institute was established at Yendi in the Northern Region, bringing the
number to five. During the Second World War these institutions became army training school for craftsmen.

Research Design

In terms of research approach, the study employed both qualitative and quantitative approaches (mixed research).
Mixed methods research is formally defined here as the class of research where the researcher mixes or combines
quantitative and qualitative research approaches, into a single study. Philosophically, it is the “third wave” or third
research movement, a movement past the paradigm wars by offering a logical and practical alternative (Teddlie
&Tashakkori, 2009). Mixed research makes use of the pragmatic method. Its logic of inquiry includes the use of
induction (or discovery of patterns), deduction (testing of theories and hypotheses), and abduction (uncovering and
relying on the best of a set of explanations for understanding one’s results) (Creswell, 2005).

Data collection instruments

A set of questionnaires was used to sample students view on the topic. Questionnaires can be described as any formally
organised and ordered list of questions or statements which are presented in a uniform manner to a number of persons.
The questionnaire is a 25-item closed-ended statements divided into four sections based on the theme of the research
questions. It is a 5-point likert scale (1: Strongly Disagree, 2: Disagree, 3: Not Sure: 4: Agree, and 5: Strongly Agree).
Iltems 1 to 4 measured Conception of Social Studies Education, 5 to 10measured the relevance of Social Studies
Education to the students, 11 to 15 measured the relevance of Social Studies for effective citizenship, 16 to 20
measured how to improve the relevance of Social Studies Education in the Technical School programme while 21 to 26
measured the students’ attitudes towards the learning of Social Studies. The questionnaire obtained satisfactory
Cronbach Alpha of 0.81. The Likert scale has been found to be of one the most suitable type of instrument for the
measurement of attitudes and perceptions. This is because it enables respondents to indicate their degree of agreement
with a series of statements on how respondents feel about an issue (Bryman, 2004).

Research Questions

1.What is the relevance of social studies to the technical school students? This research question was intended to find
out the technical students’ perceptions on the relevance of Social Studies.
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Table 1. Technical school students’ perception of the relevance of social studies to them

The relevance of Social Studies Education to the SA A NS D SD
technical school students (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

1. Social studies have enabled me to adapt to the 58(29.0) 142(71.0)  --(-) (=) ()
ever changing cultural and societal way of life.

2. Social studies have imbibed in me positive values 102(51.0)  98(49.0) -(--) —~(-) (=)
and attitudes in my society.

3. Social Studies has developed in me critical and 93(46.5) 107(53.5)  --(-) —~(-) (=)

analytical skills in me to make objective and
informed decisions.

4. Social Studies has developed in me assertiveness, 86(43.0) 114(57.0)  --(--) (=) ()
consciousness and spirit of unity.

5. 1 now have the ability to enquire and solve 96(48.0) 104(52.0)  --(--) (=) (=)
personal and societal problems.

6. I have also become aware of my societal 87(43.5) 113(56.5) () (=) ()

responsibilities and now willing to contribute to
societal advancement.
Source field survey (2013)

It can be deduced from the table that the entire respondents had a positive perception of the relevance of Social Studies
education. As Table 4.11 shows, the majority of respondents, i.e. 142(71%) agreed to this statement, and 58(29%)
strongly agreed, while none of them were either not sure, disagreed or strongly disagreed to that statement. “Social
studies imbibe in them positive attitudes and values”. 102(51%) strongly agreed and 98(49%) agreed while none of
them were either not sure, disagreed or strongly disagreed. Again, “learning social studies has developed in them
critical and analytical skills to make objective and informed decisions”. A little above average 107(53.5%) agreed and
93(46.5%) strongly agreed, while none of them disagreed. On the issue of whether “Social Studies has developed in
them assertiveness, consciousness and the spirit of unity”, 114 (57%) agreed while 86(43%) strongly agreed, but none
of them were not sure, disagreed or strongly agreed. The fifth statement is on whether “Social Studies has inculcated in
them the ability to enquire and solve personal and societal problems”, 104 representing 52% agreed and 96(48%)
strongly agreed while none of the students was undecided or disagreed.

Finally, the students were expected to agree or disagree on whether “learning about social studies makes them become
aware of their societal responsibilities and now their willingness to contribute to societal advancement”. 113 (56.6%)
agreed, 87(43.5%) strongly agreed, while none of them were not sure, disagreed or strongly agree. The study sought to
assess the views of the respondents on the relevance of Social Studies to students to students. The majority of students
102(51%) in the study strongly agreed that Social Studies has imbibe in them positive values and attitudes in their
society, followed by 96(48%), that Social Studies gives them the ability to enquire and solve personal and societal
problems.

This finding is in consonance with the minimal approach to citizenship education and the citizenship transmission. The
“minimal approach” to citizenship education is the teaching of values that consider citizenship knowledge based on
governance, rights and responsibilities (Deuchar, 2007). This relates to the promotion of a good citizen who is law-
abiding, works hard, and possesses a good character. The advocates of the approach argue that the teaching of those
values should be the fundamental principle of schooling if the state or individuals want to see a harmonious life among
citizens (Lynch, 1999).Also, the maximal citizenship version which defines citizenship as not merely about formal
rights, but being a member of a community with a shared democratic culture, participating and contributing to the
integration of society (Barbalet, 1988; Kerr, 1999, 2003; McLaughlin, 1992; Hill & Lian, 1995). It also fits Engle &
Ochoa’s (1988) socialization dimension of citizenship education; it is the process by which the society inducts young
children into its customs, values and behaviours as a way of continuing existing traditions and practices. Children are
taught to fit into the existing social order by learning the traditions and values grounded in the past experience of that
society. This confirm Ogunsanya (1984) view that the attention given to the development of desirable attitudes and
values in Social Studies Education through the careful design of programmes of related activities, deliberate and
systematic teaching of these values makes the subject unique. Again, the finding also falls in line with Ellis (1984) who
cites evidence that learning, practicing, applying, extending, and remediating Social Studies skills is a developmental
process. Just as students who lack Social Studies facts and generalizations have difficulty in applying information to
new situations and analysing new issues and historical problems, students with limited understanding of Social Studies
skills have great difficulty in processing information, reaching higher cognitive levels, and learning independently. Ellis
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(1984) concluded that the teaching of Social Studies skills needs to be built into every classroom activity so that
students engage in a systematic and developmental approach to learning how to process information.Finally, few of the
student respondents strongly agree 93(46.5) and 86(43%) perceive the relevance of Social Studies Education as helping
them to learn about their responsibilities and their right as a citizen. The findings of the study suggest that Technical
School students and teachers perceived Social Studies Education as relevant to the society in that it helps students to
learn about societal values and learn about various cultures.

Research Question Two-How is social studies education preparing technical school students for effective citizenship?
This research question was intended to find out the technical students’ perception on the relevance of Social Studies in
preparing Technical School students for effective citizenship as shown in Table2 below.

Table 2: Technical students’ perception of how effective is social studies preparing technical school students for
effective citizenship

Preparation of an effective citizens through SA A NS D SD
Social Studies Education (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)

1. Social Studies helps me to be effective 73(36.5) 33(16.5) 39(19.5) 55(27.5) --(-)
citizen.

2. Social Studies has developed essential skills 101(50.5)  99(49.5) -(-) -(-) -(-)

like study, thinking and interpersonal skills
for civic competencies.

3. Social Studies content has made me 138(69.0) 62(31) -(--) -(--) -~(--)
knowledgeable on social and current event.

4. Social Studies has developed in me some 108(54.0) 92(46) -—(--) -(--) -~(--)
appropriate values in a democratic society as
a citizen.

5. Social studies have made me to participate in  98(49.0) 102(51) -—(--) -(--) -~(--)
the social and political affairs of my
community.

Source field survey (2013)

The responses as shown in the table 2 indicated that almost all the respondents were positive of the statements imply,
they believe social studies prepares technical students for effective citizenship. When they were asked whether “Social
Studies helps them to be effective citizens”, most of the respondents, that is 73(36.5%) strongly agreed, 33(16.5%)
simply agreed, 39(19.55) were not sure, 55(27.5%) disagreed, while none of them strongly disagreed to that statement.
The researcher wanted to establish further whether Social Studies has developed essential skills like study, thinking and
interpersonal skills for civic competencies. With this statement, half of the respondents 101(50.5%) strongly agreed and
99(49.5%) agreed while none of them were either not sure, disagreed or strongly disagreed. When the students were
asked on whether “Social Studieshas made them knowledgeable on social and current events in their society”, more
than half of the respondents 138(69%) strongly agreed, 62(31%) agreed while none of them disagreed. Regarding
whether Social Studies has helped the students to develop appropriate values in democratic society, 108(54%) strongly
agreed and 92(46%) agreed, while none of them was unsure or disagreed.The statement Social Studieshas made them
participate in the social and political affairs of their community. A little above half 102(51%) agreed, 98(49%) strongly
agreed while none of them disagreed.This research question sought to find out the extent to which the content of Social
Studies is relevant in preparing effective citizens in Technical Schools. The majority 138 (69) of the student-
participants strongly agreed on the statement that Social Studieshas made them knowledgeable on social and current
events. This was followed by 108 (54) respondents who strongly agreed that Social Studies has developed in them
some appropriate values in a democratic society as a citizen. The teachers also added that if they understand what they
are learning effectively and the benefits of abiding by their roles as children, they will perform their roles as expected
and when they become adults too, they will not run away from their parental responsibilities. For example, RTT4
echoed that: sometimes parents do not know their responsibilities; hence Social Studies will assist the students when
they grow not to avoid their responsibilities.

This finding is consistent with the citizenship transmission model (Barr, Barth & Shermis, 1977). Citizenship
transmission, as an approach that views the primary purpose of Social Studies as inculcating in the youth the
fundamental knowledge, values and skills to be responsible citizens. This citizenship transmission model envisions the
‘good citizens” as one who is knowledgeable about structure and function of government, uphold, the law and engages
in conventional forms of political participation. The transmission position thus views Social Studies as a way of
teaching learners about people and society while instilling in them the right attitudes, values and skills necessary to
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solve personal and societal problems (Ayaaba, 2008). This also supports Barr, Barth and Shermis model teaching
Social Studies taught as social science, Barr, Barth and Shermis (1978) describe the social science positions as one in
which the purpose is to “create future citizens who have thoroughly learnt the way of thinking as a social scientist” (p.
23). Effective citizenship rests on solid knowledge; therefore, an important goal of teaching Social Studies through the
social science is to discipline the mind to acquire knowledge (Dynesson & Gross, 1999).

Again, the finding is within the minimal citizenship version; the “minimal approach” to citizenship education is the
teaching of values that consider citizenship knowledge based on governance, rights and responsibilities (Deuchar,
2007). This relates to the promotion of a good citizen who is law-abiding, works hard, and possesses a good character.
The advocates of the approach argue that the teaching of those values should be the fundamental principle of schooling
if the state or individuals want to see a harmonious life among citizens (Lynch, 1999).Furthermore, the findings
confirm what Odada (1985), asserts that the study of Social Studies will assist people to be committed to their nation
building because of their understanding of patriotism which will reduce bribery and corruption. This implied that
Technical School teachers and students perceived Social Studies content prepares the individual to be good and
effective citizens in the society.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of the study the following recommendations are being forward for the benefit of technical
education administrators, policy makers, Association of Principals in Technical Institutes, Council for Technical and
Vocational Education and Training and Technical School teachers, as well as students. First Social Studies as a subject
should be fully integrated into the Technical School curriculum by increasing the number of contact hours to enable
sufficient coverage as well as demonstrate its importance. The Ghana Education Service in collaboration with Council
for Technical and Vocational Education and Training and Association of Principals of Technical Institute should make it
a point to increase the periods they do a week or allotted to them. Secondly, teachers in Technical Schools should make
Social Studies more relevant by focusing on its goals and objectives so that responsible citizens who are capable and
willing to contribute to the development of the nation will be produced. They should therefore focus on values,
attitudes and skills that will make them good citizens. More efforts should also be made to ensure that students practice
what they learn, rather than focusing attention on examinations only. In addition, Social Studies teachers in Technical
Schools should serve as role models for their students. They should practice what they teach so that their students will
also emulate them. Moreover, the Association of Principals in Technical Institutes, and the Council for Technical
Vocational Education and Technical should encourage and motivate the teaching and learning of Social Studies in
Technical Schools and advice trade teachers who sometimes discourage their students from attending Social Studies
classes to desist from that. Also, first year students should be sensitized and educated on the importance Social Studies
during their orientation.
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